Christina MacKay, Heroine who saved the crew of the Grana
The heroism of Christina MacKay, who saved the crew of the Grana at Mangersta sands is well known to older generations of Ùig, Lewis, residents and her extended family but less so more widely. The most comprehensive account of the rescue was written in Gàidhlig and English in 1960 by Murdo MacLeod, Crowlista, a copy of which can be found in Comunn Eachdraidh Ùig.
Christina Mackenzie was born in 1851 in Pait, near Beauly. Her father, Seumas Bàn, was a gamekeeper and the family lived at Coir’ Each, a remote glen in Wester Ross. They moved from there, first to Achmore on Loch Carron side and in the mid-1860s to Ardroil Farm in Uig. One of Seumas Bàn’s brothers had made his fortune prospecting for gold in Australia and helped Seumas rent Ardroil from Sir James Matheson. In 1874 Christina married Donald MacKay, Dòmhnall Eilidh from Valtos, at Baile na Cille church. The couple made their home at Mangersta Farm and raised a family of five.
One stormy day, towards the end of October 1889, John the couple’s elder son was returning from school at Islivig and saw the stricken vessel, a three-masted schooner, being blown dangerously close to Stac nan Sgarbh (Cormorants’sea stack) on the north-western aspect of the bay. Christina was at home alone with her youngest child when John appeared with the news of an impending disaster in the bay. Christina strapped the infant to her body, and, as daylight  was already fading, took with her a burning peat on a hay-grape intending to start a small fire which would alert the crew to their presence onshore.
They made “all haste to the shore”, wrote Murdo MacLeod and saw the vessel grounded, too far out for the crew to get a line ashore.  He continued: “She left Farquhar in a safe place and waded out until she managed to get hold of a light line thrown from the ship, with this she managed to heave a heavier line to shore and with the help of John, she fixed it tightly to a rock and the men waded ashore hand over hand along the length of the line. The Grana was full of salt fish, good fish too and the Master, Captain Petersen, stayed for weeks selling what had been managed to get ashore of the fish”. 

The Highland News described the auction of 40 tons of salted cod and haddock, held on Mangersta sands: “There was a large attendance from the surrounding districts and from Stornoway and even Balallan. Mr John Morrison of Bain and Morrison efficiently discharged the duties of auctioneer. Mr Anderson, Danish Vice Consul, represented the captain and Mr John MacKenzie, Lloyd’s Agent, represented the underwriters of hull and cargo”. 

“She bravely faced the storm then raging”, wrote the newspaper and for that selfless act Christina MacKay was presented with a marble clock by the Danish Government - a gift treasured for the rest of her days. 
After being widowed, Christina returned to Kintail as housekeeper for her brother Dr Farquhar Macrae and he left the family an account of his own life and paid his sister a beautiful tribute: “It is said that one should never say anything but good of the dead, I could not possibly say but the best about my sister Christina, for she was the most loving hearted affectionate woman I ever knew. Can I ever forget her running to embrace me when coming from London I approached her house in Mangersta. When I forget thee my dear sister, skill part from my right hand. After a stroke and 20 days of great suffering she passed to the land where neither pain nor sickness ever enter. Her family desiring that she should be laid next to her husband, we crossed the Minch on a very stormy day and placed her as desired at Valtos”.
